Castlepollard Celtic Football Club

Weekly Notes 14th.March 2010
Website
The club’s website is now up and running and can be found at http://castlepollardceltic.leaguerepublic.com/
Easter Blitz

The club’s 5-A-Side blitz will be held on Easter Saturday this year. Entry forms will be available from Wednesday onwards. The blitz will cater for boys and girls from Under 6’s up to Under 16’s. Please contact any committee member for details.
Match Reports
Under 9 Girls League 

Castlepollard Celtic 1 Olympic Rovers 6
This game was not as one sided as the score line suggests with the home girls having loads of the ball but finding it hard to penetrate the Rovers back line. Lauren Murray played the first half in goals but came out in the second to score for the home side after Lauren Sheridan and Shannon Daly linked up well to set her up. Emma Keating was making some great tackles in defence while second half goalkeeper Katie Kiernan made some super saves. The youngest player in the team Kirsty Fivey did loads of running up front and is really starting to cause trouble for opposing defences. Lauren Sheridan raced up and down the field all morning and managed to hit the post twice without scoring. The girls are continuing to learn how to play the game but on Saturday they were playing against the League leaders in Rovers. Ian and Jim are delighted with the effort they put in and all the parents that watch their games can’t but be impressed with the improvement every week brings.
Best for Celtic were, Emma Keating, Kirsty Fivey and Player of the Match Lauren Murray.
Team
Lauren Murray, Emma Keating, Shannon Daly, Lauren Sheridan, Kirsty Fivey, Katie Kiernan.
Under 10 Premier Division
Ballyboro 2 Castlepollard Celtic 2
Castlepollard travelled to Lanesborough and came away with a hard earned, but well deserved point in a thrilling top of the table encounter with Ballyboro. The "Reds" started of the brighter of the two teams and had a couple of chances early on, before Shane Lynch linked up with Christopher Kiernan who cut in from the right side, and laid on a fantastic pass for Anthony Fagan to hit a ferocious first time shot high into the roof of the net giving the home keeper no chance.

Celtic could have gone two up when Oisin Sheil's shot had beaten the keeper but was cleared off the line. Ballyboro pushed hard to get back on level terms before the break and were attacking hard at every opportunity. Eoin Fagan and Nathan Lee Aughey were defending well, Charles Flynn pulled off a couple of great saves to keep the Westmeath side in front at the interval.

The second half was a ding dong battle with both teams playing good entertaining football. Ballyboro scored with a well worked counter attack before taking the lead halfway through the half. Celtic dug in and their perseverance paid off when Aughey broke up an attack on the right-hand side and played a ball up the line for Ryan Moore to run onto and cross into the penalty box for Kiernan to control and coolly finish off with the last kick of the game.

Team

Charles Flynn, Nathan Lee Aughey, Eoin Fagan, Shane Lynch, Oisin Sheil

Joe Higgins, Anthony Fagan, Ryan Moore, Christopher Kiernan.
Under 12 Premier Division
Mostrim United 3 Castlepollard Celtic 3
This was a really exciting game of football played at a very high tempo. Castlepollard started the brighter and had two great chances to score through Kevin Burgess and Joseph Rabbitt, Burgess shot just over while Rabbitt seen his effort well smothered by the Mostrim keeper. Against the run of play Mostrim took the lead when Castlepollard failed to clear a long ball into their defence, the Mostrim forward pounced on the clearance and fired into the net giving Kevin O Brien no chance in the Celtic goal. Castlepollard started to build up their momentum again and should have equalised when Pete Connor pulled a ball back from the bye line, Daniel Higgins was just about to shoot into an unguarded net when a home defender just took it off his toe with a great tackle. Mostrim had their chances as well and managed to take one just before the break to go in two nil in front. The second half was less then a minute old when Burgess went on a great run outpacing the home defence, the Mostrim keeper raced off his line to make a super save with Burgess bearing down on goal. Connor had a shot heading for the top corner on ten minutes only to see the keeper make another great save, managing to push the ball around the post. Conor McGraw was the next Castlepollard player to try his luck when he hit a thunderbolt of a shot from twenty yards, as the visiting supporters started to cheer for a goal the Mostrim keeper jumped high to palm the ball over the bar to record another great save. Worse was to come for the visitors as Mostrim went straight up the park and made it three nil with fifteen minutes left on the clock. The young Celtic team then started a great fight back. Connor controlled the ball in the box after John McCarthy lofted in a lovely cross, Connor then turned on a six pence and fired into the net with the defenders trying hard to close him down. Patrick Fagan reduced the margin even more when he raced onto a Higgins through ball and shot low into the corner of the net with the keeper trying to narrow the angles. It was all Castlepollard now and the sides were level with three minutes to go when Connor wrapped his foot around the ball from the corner of the box and curled it into the bottom of the goal. Castlepollard nearly got the winner with seconds remaining when Aidan Daly fired in a wonderful ball that sailed across the Mostrim goalmouth, both Celtic forwards Rabbitt and McGraw where steaming into the box and a touch from either one meant a certain goal but unluckily for them they were just inches short of making contact and the danger was adverted.
Best for Celtic; Kevin O Brien, Kevin Burgess, Aidan Daly and Man of the Match Pete Connor.
Team

Kevin O Brien, Mark McCormack, Richard Clogher, Shane Moore, Andrew Keating, Pete Connor, Daniel Higgins, Conor O Grady, Aidan Daly, Kevin Burgess, Joseph Rabbitt, Patrick Fagan, Ciaran Fagan, Conor McGraw, John McCarthy, Frank Brady.

Under 13 Major Division
Castlepollard Celtic 1 Newtown AFC 2
A penalty just four minutes from time was the difference between the top two teams in the Under 13 Major Division on Saturday morning in Fagan’s Field. Castlepollard started the brighter of the two and had two long range shots well saved by Alan Soranhan in the Newtown goal by Israel Dowling and Ian Kilcoyne. On twenty minutes and against the run of play Newtown went into the lead when the home defence failed to clear their lines and were punished by a clever lob over Niall McCormack’s head and into the goal despite the best efforts of Eoin Connell who nearly managed to clear the ball. Celtic came storming back and both Dowling and Warren Casserly had good chances to score before the break.

Castlepollard started the second half in flying form and Casserly nearly brought them level when he carried the ball from his own box playing a neat one two with Dowling in the middle of the park and carrying on to hit a wonderful strike that was brilliantly saved by Saharan, Ian Kilcoyne followed up on the rebound but he could only shoot over under pressure from the Newtown full back. Castlepollard were rewarded for their strong running on eighteen minutes, Casserly was fouled twenty five yards out on the right, the young winger took the free himself and fired a precision ball onto the head of the in rushing Pete Connor to head home from ten yards. Newtown lifted their game after that as both sides went in search of a winner. McCormack pulled off a wonderful save when the big Newtown forward slipped by the defence and shot low and hard, McCormack got an out strength leg to put the ball behind for a corner. Casserly then nearly put the home side in front when he shot wide at the back post after Alan Jennings floated in a lovely corner. It was end to end stuff as the final few minutes loomed and then much to everybody’s surprise the referee pointed to the spot after adjudging that the Newtown forward was pushed in the back as a corner was crossed in, McCormack went the right way but the penalty was well struck into the net. Castlepollard threw everything forward and had a wonderful opportunity to equalise just before the end when Kilcoyne and Jackson linked up well on the left out flanking the Newtown defence, Kilcoyne passed the ball low and hard across the face of the goal with both Dowling and Casserly charging in on goal, both forwards where only inches away from connecting with the ball with the keeper well beaten. At the final whistle the Westmeath boys were terribly disappointed in not getting anything out of the game however their performance was superb and they still have an outside chance of the league title.
Best for Celtic; Warren Casserly, Niall McCormack, Eoin Connell and Man of the Match Israel Dowling.
Team

Niall McCormack, Eoin Connell, Aaron O Reilly, Alan Jennings, Daniel Lonican, Ciaran Fagan, Michael Daly, Warren Casserly, Stephen Ryding, Israel Dowling, Ian Kilcoyne, Aaron Jackson, Pete Connor, Reuben Byrnes.
Under 14 Premier Division
Ardagh United 1 Castlepollard Celtic 1
Castlepollard travelled to Ardagh and managed to secure the point that puts them top of the Premier Division. Peter McKenna was the goal scorer with only ten minutes remaining but the home side then equalised three minutes later to take a share of the spoils. Conor O Reilly had a great game in goals pulling off a number of very important saves while Ian Kilcoyne and Eoin Clarke were constent thorns in the Ardagh back line. Castlepollard travel to play fellow Westmeath side Raharney United next Sunday. 
Best for Celtic; Shane Cunningham, Eoin Clarke and Aaron Hogg and Man of the Match: Conor O Reilly.
Team: Conor O’Reilly, Christopher Gurren, Bobby Barry, Shane Cunningham, Andrew Leahy, Matthew Gilsenan, Max Charles, Vincent Plunkett, Aran Hogg, Stephen Ginnell, Eoin Clarke, Daniel Owens, Peter McKenna, Ian Kilcoyne, Ciaran Fagan.
Other Results

Under 8 Major Division
Castlepollard Celtic 2 Kenagh United 2
Under 10 Premier Division
Castlepollard Whites 1 Gaels United 3
Under 11 Girls Cup

Castlepollard Celtic 0 Delvin Celtic 1
This Weeks Fixtures
Under 9 Girls League 

Newtown vs. Castlepollard Celtic in Newtownforbes at 12 noon, Saturday
Under 11 Girls League
Killoe Celtic vs. Castlepollard Celtic in Cullyfad at 11am, Saturday(provisional)
Under 7 Fun League
Castlepollard Celtic vs. Stonepark Tigers in the Community College at 11am, Saturday
Under 9 Premier Division

Castlepollard Celtic vs. Ballyboro Pumas in the Community College at 11:45am, Saturday

Under 10 Premier Division

Gaelscoil vs. Castlepollard Celtic in Murrayfield at 12:45, Sunday.
Under 11 Premier Division
Castlepollard Whites vs. Gaels United in the Community College at 12:30am, Saturday
Under 12 Premier Division
Castlepollard Celtic vs. Ardagh United in Fagan’s Field at 2:30pm, Sunday 
Under 13 Major Division

No Game
Under 14 League
Raharney United vs. Castlepollard Celtic in Raharney at 2:30pm Sunday.
Under 16 Major Division
Ballymahon vs. Castlepollard Celtic in Ballymahon at 12:30pm, Saturday 
