The Miss Rule  -  amendment (March 2010)

In addition to The Miss Rule – ‘An Easy Guide when Refereeing’, I have been asked to clarify one point as follows:

In all three parts (None, Part or Full Ball contact) the question was asked, “Were snookers required before or as a result of the shot?”  So what exactly does this part of the sentence mean, “as a result of the shot”.

I have posed the following question to World Snooker and their reply from the Professional Referees Association is as follows:-

My Question: “I am concerned by the wording in Rule 14(b) 'the referee shall call 'Foul and a Miss' unless either player needed snookers before, or as a result of the stroke played and the referee is satisfied that the miss was intentional'.  Does the term as quoted above have a double meaning and refer the previous stroke played to 'lay the snooker' or does 'the stroke played' refer to the shot now being played?  I have always assumed that you as a referee had only to keep tabs of the score to note when the snookers required HAD been reached, but do you also have to take into account the penalty points which may result from the shot BEING played as well in deciding whether a ‘Foul and a Miss’ can be called.  Can you help me please on this point?

World Snooker reply:-
1. If a player already requires a snooker before playing his stroke then, normally, the Referee shall NOT call ‘Foul and a Miss’ if he misses the object ball. 

2. However, there are circumstances where the Referee CAN call a ‘Foul and a Miss’.  For example, if he is of the opinion that the player missed deliberately, he CAN call ‘Foul and a Miss’ regardless of the difference in scores. 

3. In addition to the above, if the ‘incoming player’ is in a situation where he does not require ‘penalty points’ before playing the stroke but, as a result of missing the object ball during that stroke, he now DOES need snookers, then the same scenario applies as at 1. above. (i.e. If a player already requires a snooker before playing his stroke then, normally, the Referee shall not call "Foul and a Miss" if he misses the object ball.
So, if the player is 25 behind with 25 on (or indeed 22, 23 or 24 behind with 25 on) and misses the object ball during his next shot, the referee, seeing that ‘as a result of missing he now does require a snooker’, should not call ‘Foul and a Miss’.  
I hope this clarifies the situation.

Dave Smith.   (Chairman)
