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General Secretary Report 2009

Another exciting season flies by, albeit a short season. This year we have seen the introduction of the divisional cups for each division, which was passed at last years AGM, and has proved to be a hit this season with positive comments from numerous teams. Also continual press coverage in the local papers have provided many good comments from players provided courtesy of Bill Hunt
The committee have worked tirelessly this year and as a result we have had a very smooth season, there have been problems, tantrums, concerns raised and opinions given over the course of the season. All have been addressed swiftly in accordance with the rules and common sense where appropriate.

Speaking of rules, as many of you are aware, the rules on the website are old and a few sentences and paragraphs require modifying as a result of amendments made and passed at the previous 3 AGM’s. We will have the updated rule book issued within this AGM pack for your information and retention. The committee may get sets published and issued to the clubs officially for posting on club notice boards, however the updated rules will be available on the website from the beginning of September 09
I have been asked a few times with regards of publishing of minutes on the website and confirm that only minutes which are passed by the committee are posted on the website for general consumption. This means that the minutes are usually a month in arrear, however occasionally there may be a 6 week period between meetings so it may appear that in fact the minutes are 2 months behind, however this is not the case. Let me assure you that minutes are generally up on the website within 2 weeks of approval
We currently have a number of seats available on the committee and encourage anybody with a bit of spare time and an interest to come forward and join!

Finally, due to changes in my personal circumstances, I will be relinquishing my role as General Secretary, as soon as someone else volunteers to take over. It’s a straight forward role and I will be able to offer guidance and support. I will however, probably still be involved on a committee basis. I would like to thank the current team for all their help in the last two seasons

I would like to wish you all the best of luck for the forthcoming season

Regards

Mark Sciancalepore

General Secretary
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Treasurer’s Report 2008 – 2009
Another successful season draws to a close.

This year saw registrations down by 39 against last year.  This, together with the

Fishermen’s Club withdrawing their annual sponsorship resulted in a loss in income of £490. 

However, we have done a little more this year to benefit our league.  

We have recently purchased a computer which is currently being utilised by our new Press Officer, Bill Hunt, to maximum effect.  

As with last season, we have kept with the better design and quality of trophies.  The

appearance of these trophies is well worth the little extra they cost, which would

have been more but for the negotiating skills of Mark Sciancalepore and 

Peter Abbotts.

Savings were again made on result cards and the website this year.

The website fees were reduced, due in part to advertising income, but in the main to Dave Gausden now completing some tasks we have paid League Republic to carry out in the past.  Our thanks to him for that.

Remember, every time someone hits a link on our website, it earns us money!

In summary, although we had reduced income this season and spent a little more than last season, thanks to the prudence of the committee, our closing balance will still be a healthy £4800.

My thanks to all committee members for their continued support during the last season.

Good luck for next season

John Keller

Treasuer
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League Secretary Report 2008/2009

As one season closes, preparations for the next begin in earnest.  How many clubs will be with us next season? How many divisions are required? Who will be sharing tables? Fixture cards and result cards to be created and printed, the to do list seems to get bigger and bigger each year and my thanks go to the committee who are always ready to assist where necessary.  

Looking back over the season, I have personally seen big improvements.  For instance, late result cards, in season 07/08 amounted to fifty-six late cards but this past season only thirty-eight.  The worrying upward trend is the number of matches being played where teams are short on players.  The 07/08 season saw eighty-one frames lost due to this scenario but this past season saw ninety-two frames lost.

Extra care should be taken when completing result cards, keep it legible and circles around winning scores is not necessary.  When signing a result card please check that the details are correct.  If you are an Eastbourne based team playing outside of the town, when possible please bring the result card back with you and either take it to the Q Ball Club or post it through my door, 76% of late cards are from either Hailsham or Seaford clubs.  You can always register to become your team administrator, this way you can be part of the website by entering match reports, set up player profiles and enter results.  This way even if the card is late the information to the local paper is up to date and once the card has been received, a check will be made to make sure that the details entered are correct.

The website continues to be a success from the feedback received on my travels and is ever evolving, the latest News Article section in conjunction with our Press Officer seems very popular.  Overall, hits for the season is ninety one thousand, this equates to each member visiting two hundred and thirty three times each.

The proposed start date of the 2010 season is 17th September 2009 but this is dependent on the format of the league.  Registration forms and subscriptions must be with me by the end of August.

Again, my thanks go to the Chairman and Committee for all their assistance.  They work extremely hard on your behalf to keep the league running smoothly and my feet firmly on the ground.  Have a great summer and I look forward to seeing you all in the new season.

David Gausden

League Secretary
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Competition Secretary’s Report
This year as you know we introduced two new team knock-out competitions.
These were introduced so that each division had its own team knock-out competition run on the same lines as the Astley Roberts which still remains an open competition,
The John Hughes was moved up to the second divison and the new Presidents Cup for the third division, the cup for this was purchased by Bill Hunt in memory of his father who was a past President. On the back of the plinth, are the names of all the past presidents and our current president Cyril Miles, and for the fourth division the Chairmans cup was introduced.
Although these new competitions would have incurred more money in providing trophies for the winners and runner-ups, i approached ‘winning look’ our trophy people for a £100 sponsorship.   They responded magnificently by giving us 24 identical trophies worth £9.95 each, thus saving the league  £238.

The new competitions have, i believe been a success, and enabled participants to play on a level playing field.
Regarding the trophies, in some competitions i.e. Eastbourne pairs, singles, over sixties and billiards, we, a few years ago decided to give money out as prizes rather than trophies.
The reason for this was that most winners of these competitions had won them before, an extreme example is the billiards winner Dave Crouch having won it 21 times, 

So a money prize was substituted instead.
Now with new players starting to win these competitions,
Some i know would prefer a trophy instead of the money.
So next year we could give the winners of these events the choice, either take the money or have a trophy instead.   It’s no problem.  

This year the astley roberts final was held at the q ball who also provided a buffet.    For those who did not come to the final missed out on one of the most exciting matches we have witnessed for many a year, with polegate rbl the underdogs beating the seemingly unbeatable  dolphin team who have in the last few years swept everything before them.  I congratulate the sporting way both teams conducted themselves and to the gracious manner in defeat of the  dolphin players. 

Again we had good entries for all the knock-out competitions, all i think increased in participation, next year i predict the over 60’s will increase in participants as those who were inelegible to enter this year will  have aged to the age they can compete.

To give myself a chance of winning something i will have to introduce a new competition for those who will be aged seventy one and three quarters next season, also i will require proof of age.
Thank you 

Peter Abbotts
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Near end of 2008/09 snooker season report
I begin this near end of season report with the very sad news of the death at 79 of Roy Clarke who played for the Hailsham Club. Roy was one of the leagues stalwarts and will be sadly missed.

On a positive note our league websitewww.eastbournesnookerleague.com

is going from strength to strength with 300,000 visits to date this season.

Not just from this country but from all over the world.

We are now the top snooker web site in the UK a truly amazing achievement.

This seasons league campaign in all four divisions was hotly contested right down to the final week, the standard of snooker within our league is  very high.

I was approached by the committee to take over the Press Reporting at the start of the league season, I have attempted to give a broad insight to all the divisions and players and I shall continue to do so. 

The local newspaper has a new sports editor Derren Howard with whom I am getting massive support for my weekly snooker reports. I talk to a lot of players during the season for any feed back that I can use in the column, so if you have anything of interest give me a call on.              01323 419719 or 07834385017 or email me at billhunt44@live.co.uk
I am also on the league management committee who do a great job in securing our league for the future, under the guidance of our chairman David Smith (Rutherfords) 

The Eastbourne Snooker League being one of the oldest (Founded 1926)

has a fine tradition to uphold and the league committee intend to keep up the good work laid down over the years.

Snooker in general is not as popular as it once was, but we have a hard core of interest within Eastbourne who wish to play and enjoy the game.

This season saw a hotly fought out contest in Division One with a least Five teams bidding for the title. The eventual winners ( Dolphin A) under the captaincy of Peter Buckland secured the title on the very last evening.

This was the Dolphins 4th title in a row beating the (Q Ball A ) into second spot.

172 Breaks of 30 & over were posted in division one with the highest being a fantastic 102 by Ashley Bull of (Seaford Legion B) Nick Driver of the champions (Dolphin A) recorded the only other century break a super  101.

Jimmy Robertson the young professional player who turns out for the     (Q Ball A) team when he is not on the tournament circuit recorded the most breaks over 30 a total of 19 the highest being an 88.                        88 breaks were also made by Peter Buckland (Dolphin A) and Ben Dain Q Ball A) Peter recorded 14 breaks and Ben 11.

The top 20 over 30 breaks in division 1 were made by either Dolphin A or Q Ball A players so Ashley Bulls top break of 102 for his Seaford Legion B team was a remarkable performance.

The players Statistics League was based upon games played and points scored. Paul Grimes (Q Ball A) headed the stats table with 19 wins and 5 losses. Peter Buckland (Dolphin A) was 2nd with 19 wins and 1 loss. Mark Crotty (Dolphin A) 3rd with 19 wins 4 losses. Matt Bray (Meads A) 4th with 19 wins 5 losses. (I believe a better system should be found as the current statistics league does not show a true reflection of players results)

The Astley Roberts Divison One Cup Final will be contested between (Dolphin A) and (Polegate Legion A) this final will be played at the Q Ball club on Thursday 7th May the league presentation evening.

.

Peter Buckland (Dolphin A) will collect the Eastbourne Snooker Singles

Trophy winning a close contest over Martin Holmes (Meads A)

Eastbourne Snooker Pairs Champions Ben Dain/Paul Grimes (Q Ball A)

Division One Singles. (Playing on Thursday 30th April) at the Hailsham Club between Rob Thomas (HMI C) & Neil Sivyer (Dolphin A)

Division One Pairs Champions Spencer Dain/Martin Holmes (Meads A)  

Billiards Champion Matt Bray (Meads A) who also won the East Sussex Billiards title during the season. 

The four teams who have been relegated to division two are

      Q.Ball B.     Angling Club A.      Fishermens A.     Hail sham MI A.

Division 2 of the snooker league was won by (Fishermens D) on the last evening their points total was 77 the same number as the second placed team (E.W.M.C. B). The Fishermens team took the title by winning one more match than the Workers. The 3rd placed team was Cool Sports,    Hailsham Club D gained promotion by winning the play off final against E.S.U.B.

Relegated from division two- Fishermens E. Hailsham MI B. Bollards. &

Q Ball J.

Gary Callingham the (Cool Sports) skipper won the division two singles title defeating Alan Hooker (Hailsham MI)

Division two pairs champions are Bruce Meeks and Mick Compton.(Fishermens D)

The John Hughes Cup Final will be between E.W.M.C.B & E.S.U.B.

The highest recorded break in division two was a 53 by Jason Jaggers of

(Seaford Con Club) The only other half century break was made by Tom Wigglesworth of (E.W.M.C.B.) who was top in the Stats League with 21 wins and only 3 losses. Second in the stats league was Tom’s team mate

Les Teague with the same record 21-3. Gary Callingham was 3rd 18-5 &

4th Mick Walsh (Seaford Legion A) 18-4 the same number as Peter Abbotts (Fishermens D).

Division 3 of the league was won in convincing style by the (Topaz)

who led Div 2 throughout the season winning by 5 points from (Polegate Legion B).(Hailsham MI E) were in third place with the (Fishermens F) team gaining promotion via the Play Offs.Teams relegated into division 3

Ministries, Q Ball E, Fire Brigade, & Post.

Ian Whitehorn (R.N.O.C.) won the Division 3 Singles Final defeating Damian Hilder (Hailsham MI E)

Division 3 Pairs champions Harry & Mark Gent (Topaz)

The Presidents Cup Final will be against (Fishermens F) & (Ministries)

The highest break in division 3 was  87 by Ian Whitehorn (R.N.O.C.) who also made 11 others. Ian recorded the highest break of the season in league and all cup competitions a fabulous 130. Peter Marsden of the Fire Brigade made a 39 break in the final match of the season.

The stats leader in Div 3 was Ian Whitehorn 23wins & 1 loss. Damian Hilder 20 wins 3 losses. Clive Kidman (HMIE) 18-6 Andrew Lawrence (Hellingly) 18-6 and Ian Izzard (Polegate Legion) 18-4.

Meads B were the run away winners of Division 4 by a massive 13 points

(Angling Club B) were runners up closely followed by ( Eastbourne Con Club C)

Hailsham Club C are promoted into division 3 by winning the play off final against (Fishermens B)

Jayson Hassan won the Division 4 singles defeating Roy Elliott of (HMI)

Division 4 pairs champions are David Whatley & Kevin Feakins (Con Club C)

The Division 4 Chairmans Cup Final will be contested between      (Meads B) &( Fishermens B)

Three breaks were recorded in Div 4 the highest being a very good 41 by Mark Murray of (Fishermens C). Kevin Feakins of (Con C) posted a 34 & Terry Jane (Fishermens B) made a 31.

The stats leader was Jayson Hassan (Meads B) 19wins 3 losses.        David Whatley(Con C) 18-1. Kevin Feakins (Con C) 17-4 and             Steve Magee (Meads B) 17-4.

The Over 6os Champion is Alan Sear(R.N.O.C.) R/up Barry Kent HMI

Bill Hunt

League Press Officer.

