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Eastbourne & District Snooker League
W Sastournesnookerizague com






Minutes for committee meeting held on Wednesday 17th March 2010, held at Meadowlands Avenue

In Attendance:  Dave Smith (Chairman & HMI Rutherfords), Cyril Miles (President & E.W.M.C.), Dave Gausden (Gen / League Secretary & Angling Club), John Keller (Treasurer & R.N.O.C.), Pete Abbotts (Competition Secretary & E.W.M.C.), Bill Hunt (Press Officer & R.N.O.C.), Mark Sciancalepore (Devonshire), Andrew Mosely (HMI) & Andy Simpson (Fishermens).
1
Apologies for Absence


i)
Mick Compton (Fishermens)



2
Minutes of Last Meeting

i)
The February 2010 minutes were reviewed, agreed by the committee and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
3
Matters Arising

i)
The Chairman stated that Eastbourne had beaten Brighton 8-2 in the Peters Shield competition, held at the Castle Club in Brighton.  He reported of having made slight changes to the team from those selected by the committee (February’s minutes 10ii), due to availability of players.  He expressed his thanks to all concerned for an excellent team performance and to Jack Lander for captaining the side to victory.
4
Treasurer Report

i)
The Treasurer reported that nothing new had taken place and that the funds remain at £5110.55.
ii)
In answer to a question from Mr Abbotts regarding team fees for the Inter-League Billiards competition due to take place at the Q Ball on Sunday 21st March, the Treasurer stated that these would be paid to the East Sussex League before the event.  The chosen Eastbourne team being P Abbotts, P Watson and P Goacher. 
5
General Secretary Report

i)
Mike Childs, Brighton League Secretary, had notified a change of venue for the Peters Shield on March 2nd to the Castle Club, Brighton.  This was passed to the Chairman for him to inform the Eastbourne team. (Item 3i above refers to the match result)
ii)
Details of the Finals venues had caused confusion with members, so the Chairman, having outlined the previous committee discussions from the August Meeting, asked the committee to agree to the proposed dates / venues which was unanimously agreed by the committee as follows: -
     a)
Eastbourne Championship Final to take place at the Fishermen’s Club on Thursday 1st April.  The Referee to be Dave Smith with Cyril Miles as marker.

     b)
The John Hughes, President’s and Chairman’s Cup Finals will take place at the Q Ball club on Thursday 8th April.  The Referees possibly being Dave Smith (Rye), Martina Lumsden and Colin Angior.
     c)
The Play-off Finals for Divisions 2, 3 and 4 will be played on Tuesday 13th April at the Q Ball club..

     d)
The Astley Roberts Final and League Presentation Evening will take place at the Fishermen’s Club on Thursday 15th April.  The Referee to be Mick Norris and marker Cyril Miles.

iii)
After a committee discussion, it was also agreed to hold the forthcoming Annual General Meeting on Thursday 10th June, at 7.30pm.  Having also discussed various venues it was agreed to use the RNOC club and the Press Officer agreed to confirm the proposed date with the club officials. 
iv)
To collate the matters for the forthcoming AGM, the committee agreed to meet on Wednesday 12th May to compile the agenda and reports, together with last year’s minutes for the AGM.
v)
The Q Ball club requested permission to advertise and record the details of the summer league triples tournament on the E&DSL website.  This was agreed by the committee.

6
League Secretary Report
i)
The Secretary reported all was running smoothly, with only two weeks left of the current season.  Play-off semi-finals are to be played between 26th March and 7th April.  All home team captains will be notified of their opponents and contact numbers. The play-off finals will now be held on Tuesday 13th April at the Q Ball club, being a slight change from the published date on the fixture card. Details will be placed on the website.
7
Website
i)
The Secretary reported the website to be running smoothly, with 2,723 hits in the last seven days.  Total hits amounting to 398,968.  He commented that It would be fantastic if the ‘magic 400,000’ mark could be reached by the League prior to the AGM. 
ii)
Of the top 100 League Republic websites, our league are currently placed 17th, and still the highest ranked snooker site.  The committee stated their appreciation for the efforts of Dave Gausden with the website.
iii)
All competition results are updated on the website by prompted emails from the Competition Secretary.

iv)
The committee requested that an advertisement is placed on the front page of the website asking for proposals for the positions of Chairman and Competition Secretary at the AGM, due to both of those officers standing down at the end of this season.

8
Press Officer Report 
i)
Bill Hunt stated all was well with the coverage in the local newspapers, with Wednesday’s Gazette giving Div 3 and 4 details, whilst Saturday’s Herald takes care of Div 1 and 2.  Mr Hunt stated that the editor is very accommodating and is happy with the reports he receives from the league. Mr Hunt wished to re-iterate that the ‘snooker column headlines’ are always chosen by the newspaper editor.

ii)
The committee agreed to extend an invitation to this year’s Astley Roberts Final and Presentation Evening (April 15) to the Editor of the Gazette and Herald Newspaper and to the Marketing Director of Ladbrokes. 
9
Competition Secretary Report
i)
The Secretary reported that all competitions are at the final’s stage and will be completed in the next two weeks.

ii)
He also reported the collection of the perpetual trophies was ongoing. The Astley Roberts runners-up trophy cannot currently be located and the Div 1 Runners-up trophy will be collected shortly.  The Div 3 Runners-up trophy is outstanding, with messages left for its return.  The Div 4 winners last year were actually awarded the Div 5 Trophy, as a late replacement, due to its previous winners Willingdon GC losing the original.  The committee agreed to make necessary adjustments to the division five trophy for this year’s Div 4 winners.
iii)
The ordered trophies from ‘Winning Look’ have been collected at a total cost of £1,584.06.  ‘Winning Look’ have also kindly donated the new Chairman’s Cup, together with winners and runners-up awards for the Div 4 competition.  The committee expressed their appreciation to the company for the donation.  The Secretary stated that he has yet to purchase the award for this year’s league 100 break maker.

iv)
He also stated that the Ladbrokes tokens have also been collected for the high breaks prizes. 
10
Any Other Business
i)
MS stated that, in his opinion this year’s divisions and play-offs look rather silly with three automatically going up, four going down and four involved with the play-offs, which in most cases only left one team not included.  The Chairman, in reply, stated that a rule change proposal will be put to the AGM to hopefully address this issue for the future.
ii)
AM gave his apologies for the proposed raffle not getting off the ground as agreed and, as is was now late into the season, requested that the raffle be postponed and looked at again earlier next season.  The committee agreed.
11
Next Meeting Date

i)
Wednesday 12th May 2010, to be held at Meadowlands Avenue at 19:30.

Meeting Finished – 21.30hrs
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