Eastbourne & District Snooker League

Chairman’s Report   2010
Ladies and Gentlemen, the season just finished will be remembered as being a year which we managed to complete, still intact as a four Division League.  Sadly, I also have to recall the passing of dear friends during the year.  We are not always informed of all of them, and I apologise if I do not mention someone that you know.  I wish however to mention two players in particular, Brian Clarke and Shaun Stevens, who both died during the season.  Brian played for many years in the League and was a thoroughly decent man.  He supported his club and in particular his Q-Ball ‘E’ team mates and was a very popular league player as the turnout at his funeral showed.  A family man, who cherished life, and who was sadly taken ill just prior to a league match from which he did not recover.  Shaun Stevens was a member of the Fishermen’s Club ‘C’ team.  He was diagnosed with cancer, and although he battled courageously he lost his fight to the disease at a relatively young age.  Although Shaun was not personally known to me both he and Brian epitomised what local snooker is all about and we will miss them both. 

Although the League continues to slightly shrink in team and player numbers it continues to have a nucleus of people who love their snooker and delight in playing their weekly bout of competition play.   The organisation of the league is working well and we are fortunate to have a group of volunteers who have the league at heart and are determined to see it prosper.  The League will watch with interest what Barry Hearn has in store for the game at senior level and maybe some fresh ideas, if proved popular, can be considered here.  We must be open to changes that move the game of snooker forward and attract younger people to the sport, people who will take our places in the future.
East Sussex and Inter-League Snooker is trying to re-invigorate its appeal and has a new Secretary in Matt Bray.  Hopefully his enthusiasm and wealth of experience will enable that format of snooker to win over more local players who appreciate the higher level of snooker and billiard competition.
Now to my Management Team.  

President Cyril Miles continues, not only as President but as a Committee member to give sound advice and judgement just when it is needed.  It is always reassuring to have his experience on the committee as many situations have previously been faced and often require a similar solution that he can recall. 

General Secretary Dave Gausden, has equipped himself well during his first year in post and has done a fine job.  Combining this role with that of League Secretary requires a huge amount of time given to both roles, with keeping us all informed of results and events on the Website, together with the task of notices, minutes and agendas for committee meetings and the AGM.  We are truly lucky to have someone of his talent on our team. 
Competition Secretary Peter Abbotts, has again tirelessly run all our competitions.  Just look at how many there are to organise and supervise and yet they run almost without a hitch.  Peter you did a great job and I also thank you for being so helpful to me as well.  Although Peter has agreed to remain on the committee, I know that it is Peter’s wish to stand down from the job of Competition Secretary this year, so if anyone would like to offer their services, the committee would be very grateful and would give you all the help and support that you would need to follow in the footsteps of someone so competent.  I would also like to make special mention to this year’s trophies which I am sure you will agree were our best ever.  Peter, assisted by Cyril were responsible for the choosing and purchasing and also keeping to a tight budget as well.  I also wish to thank Doreen, Pete’s wife for allowing us to take over their dining room for our monthly meetings again this year. 
Whilst the rest of the world’s finances were in turmoil our Treasurer John Keller has kept us afloat with his prudence and skill and although the balance sheet shows we have a healthy position, we too have financial pressures.  With smaller numbers of registrations our position will soon change and you will hear from him shortly on this.  John, thank you for your loyal support to me and the committee and I know that you will continue to give excellent service to the league as Treasurer.  

Press Officer Bill Hunt has again tackled his job with zeal and gusto.  We have never had such good press coverage of our league and at such a high standard, with every report also being placed on the website for you to read in case you haven’t purchased the local rag.  Now that RNOC have been promoted and his team has a tougher prospect in Div 2 he has promised only to mention Ian Whitehorn once a month in future.  Of course I jest, but think back to the days of our previous league reporting and you will see how far Bill has moved the Press job forward.  Thank you Bill.
The Committee, Mick Compton, Cyril Miles, Andy Mozely, Andy Simpson and Mark Sciancalepore have all been most supportive and hard-working.

I would like to personally thank all of them for their time, dedication and professionalism.  It is also an enjoyable evening when we meet as well.  There is currently one vacancy on the committee if anyone would like to be involved.

I would also like to congratulate all our trophy winners.  Each league championship, except Division 4 with the Nuthouse, was a close run thing and all the team cup competitions were popular and hard fought in all divisions.  This year we returned to the Fishermen’s Club for the thrilling Individual Final won by Neil Sivyer and the Astley Roberts Final won by Meads ‘A’, and what an atmosphere the club created for those lucky enough to have attended.  The Divisional Cup Competition Finals were held on the middle Thursday at the Q-Ball, again with a great atmosphere having all three finals in the same room.  I would like to thank the girls and the assistant manager at the Q-Ball for all their hard work in making the evening so successful.  I think we have now got that balance right of venues and timescales.  Certainly many of you have voiced approval of those decisions.  With Dave Mullens now at Groombridge and the Q-Ball Club lease for sale, the future is a little uncertain for many of you, but rest assured the committee will do their utmost to keep the league flowing in its present format if the situation changes.  
I end my report with my decision to stand down.  After 21 years as a committee member, 8 as your Chairman it is time for someone else to take the helm of this snooker league that means so much to me.  My decision is mostly due to my wife and I becoming Grandparents for the first time in September and for which we are so delighted.  As a close family that will take a lot of our time and it was important for the league to have a Chairman in place for the new season who can give 100% commitment.  It therefore is sad for me to be leaving my post as Chairman, but in Mick Compton you have a great successor and I wish him, the Eastbourne Snooker League and you all nothing but success for the future.
Thank you.

