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Chairman’s Report 2009

Ladies and Gentlemen, the season just finished will be remembered as being a great year.  But sadly, I also have to recall the passing of dear friends during the year.  We are not always informed of all of them as some have not played recently, and I apologise if I do not mention someone that you know.  I wish however to make special mention of one man, Roy Clarke, who died recently.  He played for his Hailsham Club team for over forty years.  Always smiling and pleasant but also doggedly determined to win for his team, yet he showed humility in winning and defeat.  To me he epitomised what local snooker is all about and we will miss him. 

Although the League has shrunk in team and player numbers slightly it continues to have a nucleus of people who love their snooker and delight in playing their weekly bout of competition play.   The organisation of the league is working well and we are fortunate to have a group of volunteers who have the league at heart and are determined to see it prosper.

Inter-League Snooker does not fair so well.  I am not sure any more if that format of snooker has a demand.  Maybe it is time to give it a rest and if at some time in the future players yearn for stronger opposition, apart from their own individual play, then perhaps it, or something like it, can be re-born with a fresh impetus.  The East Sussex AGM will be held tomorrow night to decide.
Now to my Management Team.  

President Cyril Miles continues to give sound advice and judgement just when it is needed.  He’s still playing and not a push over either. 

General Secretary Mark Sciancalepore, brought his IT skills to the role and has done a fine job.  Of late he found that the time factor was affected by his working and so has decided to stand down, but thankfully for us would like to remain on the committee.

League Secretary Dave Gausden has had a somewhat dramatic year.  His back troubles finally had to be sorted out by surgery and, although for months he was in a plaster cast, he still managed to complete our results, league programme and our brilliant web site for us.  That was a fantastic achievement and I thank him very much.  I must also mention his son who during the couple of weeks when Dave was rather flat in hospital, managed to keep the results going for you.  Dave has now also volunteered to take on Mark’s role as General Secretary for next season and I look forward to working closely with him.
Competition Secretary Peter Abbotts, who has tirelessly run all our competitions again this year.  This is no mean task.  Just look how many there are to organise and supervise.  Peter you did a great job and I also thank you for being so helpful to me as well.  I understand he wishes to create an over 71’s singles competition to give himself a chance of stardom.  I also thank Doreen, Pete’s wife for allowing us to take over their dining room for our monthly meetings.
Treasurer John Keller has kept us afloat with his prudence and skill.  But unlike our former Chancellor, John also has a great sense of humour, unusual for a Treasurer.  You never have to worry about the finances of the league with John at the helm though.

Press Officer Bill Hunt, who took to this job with zeal and gusto.  I think it’s fair to say that we have never had such press coverage of our league at such a high standard and regularity and I thank him.
The Committee, Jane Barnes, Peter Buckland, Andy Mozely and Andy Simpson have all been most supportive and hard-working.  We will miss Jane and Peter who are both not standing for re-election.

I would like to personally thank all of them for their time, dedication and professionalism.  It is also an enjoyable evening when we meet as well.  There are vacancies if you would like to be involved and I hope that we attract some willing volunteers.

I would also like to congratulate all our trophy winners.  Each league championship was a close run thing and this year saw the first occasion when we had a team cup competition in all divisions.  From the feedback so far, most seem to prefer playing in a cup competition where they all have a chance of winning within their own division.  For those lucky enough to have witnessed the Astley Roberts Final at the Q-Ball saw probably the best team cup final of all time.  Each frame keenly contested and the results swinging the match from one team to the other.  A great break of 51 in the 4th frame by Paul Pickett of Polegate set up the opportunity for us to witness a brilliant pressure one-point win by Pete Buckland of Dolphin to make it two-all.  But Polegate stayed strong and John Brooker saw them home for a dramatic win.  The venue at the Q-Ball created a fine atmosphere for the match and our presentation evening and I thank Dave Mullens for his hospitality.  I would add that, after we had to take action over the heating at the Q-Ball club in December, Dave and his club have bounced back and let’s hope that the club continues to flourish.
I end my report with the news that we have the new English Amateur Champion amongst our ranks.  Yes, Jimmy Robertson is now officially the best amateur in the country and I salute him. Previous winners include Peter Ebdon, Ken Doherty and Ali Carter, just to show how good that win is.  As a result he now takes his place on the main tour for another shot at snooker glory.  I am sure you join with me in congratulating him and wishing him every success.
Thank you.
