7
Competition Secretary Report
As you probably know I am retiring from being the competition secretary, having filled this position for the past few years.  One of the reasons is that I have had two thromboses within a year, not that it bothers me, but I feel that now is the time for someone else to step into the job.  I have made contact with most players in the league and because I have dealt with all the divisions, know them by their christian names and all have had a friendly rapport towards me, and I have sorted out any problems that have arisen in the same manner.
Hopefully we can soon get someone to fill this position.
Because the league has not the clubs and tables available as in the past, it has been a struggle to book a neutral venue which is amenable to the players, so only the Eastbourne final, the Eastbourne pairs, over sixties and the billiards will be played on a neutral table in future.

In the divisional finals the match will be played at the first named player’s club.
The effect of this is that instead of having to arrange venues for twenty four matches, only four will need to be arranged.  

This will make the job easier for the next competition secretary.
I have done a survey of all the competitions last year, some two hundred matches and the away players or teams won more than those drawn at home.
This year this was my experience when I was involved in two semis’s which were played on a neutral table. 
The first an over sixties match, when we arrived my opponent had to brush and iron the table, the only spectator was my wife who should get a medal as she hates billiards, then two members came in and virtually shouted at each other whilst discussing the merits of the local MP, this was followed by loud raucous laughter and a death rattle of a cough.
In the next semi-final, a billiards match which could have had more fatal results than the diabolical cough.
When we arrived at the club we had to wait for two members to finish their game of snooker.    
After which our referee who was the same man who had been my opponent in the over sixties again got the job of brushing and ironing the table.
So having reached at the stage to start, I asked for the keys for the light and was told by the treasurer we had to pay for it.
Being of a generous nature I put fifty pence into the meter, bang! Crash! Wallop! The lights fused.
A barman with a helpful disposition came over and opened the meter up and stuck a screwdriver in it, forgetting however, owing to the fact I had put fifty pence in, that the meter was now alive.
The barman was thrown a yard or so away from the meter and looked in a bad state propped up against the wall. 
I was by now not in the mood to do mouth to mouth resuscitation, but fortunately he recovered with no ill effects.
The one good thing to come out of this was that the treasurer allowed us to play free.
I have digressed slightly, but getting back to the finals of the divisionals to be played on the home table, this should benefit the club concerned because with their player or players in the final, there will be with more spectators supporting their player, a better atmosphere for both players than there would have been if they had had to travel to another club where the players concerned may well be the only people interested in the final. 
A final at their own club will generate more revenue for the club as their player celebrates a well earned victory or commiseration with his friends in being an unlucky loser, as opposed to both players leaving the neutral club without any benefit to that club.
During my time as competition secretary I have always strived to make the league more competitive for all players so they have a chance to get their hands on a trophy.
I feel I have achieved that somewhat when I was able to introduce a team knock-out competition for all divisions, I believe they have been a popular addition to our programme.
I will still serve on the committee as a committee member for maybe another year.   The person who takes over from me will have his own style, and if asked for any advice I will be around to give it.
